A mild thermal and acid-catalyzed rearrangement of O-aryl ethers into ortho-hydroxy arenes.
[reaction: see text] An unusual rearrangement of an O-aryl ether to an ortho-hydroxyaryl system was discovered during our studies on the synthesis of diazonamide A. We discuss the exploration of this rearrangement under mild thermal and both Brønsted and Lewis acid-catalyzed conditions.